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Smatl acreages with agriculture
property classilications

KarlChristians
President. Lewis & Clark County Farm Bureau

Small acreage owner
East Helena Valley

Small acreage Ag Productlon in Helena \hlley:
. Beef Crftle

. Feeder catves

. Fat cattle

. Replacement helhB

. Bred helbB

. Bred cows
. Hogs
. sheep
. /t-H b€et, hmbs, plg5

. Horses

. Small Grains
. wheat, barley, oats, mah barleY
. Future puls€ crops

' Hay
. Alfalh, grass afalfa
. Graln hay
. cover crop hay

. co\,er crop/soil heahh

. Bees/honey
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Benefits of small acreages and the Ag land exemption:. Added income
. Way of Life
. Kids learn and experlence:

. Agrlculture

. Howto produce food

. Workethlc

. Responsibility

. Leadershlp roles
. Many utilize HVID

. Many acr€s are irrigated

. Keep the irrigation district viable

. Recharges the ground water ,or urban use. Provide water for siecial pro.iects such as, waterfowl nesting,
soccerfieldt wetland habitat, in-stream flows for prickly pear
creek

. Natural resource b€nefits
. Reduce noxious weeds
. Soil health
. Reduced erosion
. wildlife

. Many many more benefits

Aerialof a potion ofvalley in 1997
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Aerialof a potion ofvalley in 2014

r@ lo: 204

Source: Eeef Magazine, Mar 2016 & Beef2live, Nov 2017
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Negative repercussions with NO Ag land exemption:
. Small acreages would be subdivided
. Less food production
. lncreased in noxious weeds
. lncreased subdivision ofcurrent irrigated ground

. Less families involved in agriculture

. Less klds learning about agriculture
' Less irrigation resulting in

. L€ss ground water recharge

. Less water for speclal projeds such as, waterfowl
nesting, soccer fields, wetland habitat, in-stream flows
for Prickly Pear Creek

. Less wildlitu habitat

. Less income to many families, thus less income tax revenue.
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